FREDERIC CHOPIN AND GEORGE SAND

speedier end. George Sand's affair with Alfred de
Musset had, it will be remembered, burned itself
out in a year, and, apart from the distinction of the
poet concerned, demands no more serious con-
sideration than the rank and file of George Sand's
numerous polygamous fancies. An attachment,
however, which, on one side at least, has ten years
of faithfulness to its credit is only superficially to be
denied the importance of domesticity. It is to be
feared that the spiritual life of most legal marriages
is exhausted in a much shorter period. And, indeed,
the quality of the attachment of Chopin and George
Sand is hardly less domestic than its longevity. It
hardly belongs to the great passions, or the ideal
devotions of the world, but is rather the story
of a matrimonial comradeship, the " mothering "
element, on George Sand's side, at all events, being
perhaps its most conspicuous feature.

George Sand seems to have been more of a nurse
and a mother to Chopin than a mistress or a muse,
and to have supplied his clinging, protection-seeking
nature rather with a sheltering companionship than
with any more intense or romantic preoccupation ;
though, indeed, the feeling seems to have gone
deepest with Chopin, if one may judge from his
reference to George Sand two days before his death.
To his friend Franchomme he said, " She had
said to me that I would die in no arms but hers."
But the cry was perhaps more that of a sick child,
missing the comfort of a familiar presence, than that
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